
Workshop proposal 
 

Title: Context is crucial, but how do we examine it? 
 

Workshop leads:  
Dr Suzanne Audrey, Senior Research Fellow in Public Health, School of Social and 
Community Medicine, University of Bristol. Dr Janis Baird, Associate Professor of Public 
Health Medicine, MRC Lifecourse Epidemiology Unit, University of Southampton. 
 
Dr Baird led the group of researchers who developed guidance on process evaluation within 
complex intervention studies which has been endorsed by the Medical Research Council and 
published in the British Medical Journal. Dr Audrey was a key member of the guideline 
development group and is a co-author of the guidance.  
 

Background: 
The guidance on process evaluation of complex interventions highlights the importance of 
context. Context can influence the way an intervention is implemented, the response to 
implementation, and its effects. However, although the importance of contextual factors is 
increasingly stated, less emphasis is placed on how to examine context. This workshop 
begins by summarising the importance of context, and then provides an opportunity to 
consider case studies where context has been examined and the methods used.  
 

Aims and objectives:  
By the end of the workshop participants should be able to: 

 Understand the importance of examining context when conducting process 
evaluation, and theorising the role of context in intervention logic models 

 Recognise the importance of purposive sampling to include a range of relevant 
contexts when evaluating interventions 

 Identify a range of research methods to examine context 

 Recognise the importance of reporting contextual factors that influence the 
implementation of, and response to, complex public health interventions  

 

Workshop structure: 
a) Opening remarks (10 minutes) 

 Welcome and introductions 

 Outline the format and objectives of the workshop 

 Highlight the importance of examining context in the process evaluation of complex 
public health interventions 

 
b) Pre-planned presentations (30 minutes)  
Dr Janis Baird (15 minutes) 

 Case study demonstrating how contextual factors influence intervention 
implementation and effectiveness 

 
Dr Suzanne Audrey (15 minutes)  



 Case study of examining context for the NIHR-PHR funded Travel to Work cluster 
randomised controlled trial  

 
c) Small group work (20 minutes)  
The small group discussions will be structured around several key issues: 

 An example of a public health intervention (preferably a case study by a group 
participant, but a scenario will be available if the group does not have an example of 
their own) 

 Contextual factors that were important for the implementation of, and response to, 
the intervention 

 Methods used to examine context 

 Key findings 
 
d) Plenary (20 minutes) 
Feedback from small group discussions (20 minutes)  
 
e) Closing remarks (10 minutes) 
Revisiting the aims and objectives and highlighting key messages from the presentations 
and small group work. 
 

Target Group 
The workshop is suitable for anyone with an interest in the evaluation of complex public 
health interventions. No specific prior knowledge of level of expertise is required. 
 

Number of participants: 
20-30 participants, allowing 4 small groups of 5-8 people, are needed to run the workshop 
successfully and stimulate discussion. 
 

Requirements:  
A room large enough to accommodate four separate tables for small group discussion. 
Powerpoint for formal pre-planned presentations. 
Flipcharts and pens for small group work. 
 


